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We cannot believe that in less than two
months we will be at the end of our 2022-

23 school year. This last year has been full
of lessons, blessings, peace, love, and pure

happiness. We are so thankful for the
amazing support we have been receiving
throughout this school year from our

ABC Board, Host Families, Families, and The
New Canaan Community. We wouldn't be

getting this Better Chance without you
all, so we thank you. We hope you enjoy

this spring issue of our Locust Live In The
Know Newsletter!
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How's it going everyone, During these last few months in New
Canaan a lot has changed. I've had a great time in this town and
I love the community built here, From joining music
organizations to playing in school sports I was able to grow
and become more of a more mature and better person than
when I first came here. I hope next year I can find more growth
within myself and become even better than the person I am now.
I'm also truly proud of my increased self-confidence in myself
due to the people around me. Shoutout to my Host family and
the boys in ABC who have helped me strive for more in myself
and bring my confidence. 

Scholar Updates
KIAN RAGAZA

YANFER MARTINEZ
Hi all, in these past few months, I've gained new  relationships, reached a new level of
maturity, and have become a step closer to becoming my best self that God portrayed me
to be. In these months, I’ve done many things but,  the YG mission trip will always hold a
place in my heart.  Helping  people in the service of God, has taught me important lessons
that I will carry for the rest of my life. Within YG I also gained a whole new family.  From
YG, I’ve learned  that just because you don’t get something the first time, doesn’t mean
you won’t ever get it. You just need to work hard and you’ll get it eventually. A good
experience that has  helped me grow was when I had a talk with one of my peers in the
house. He taught me that your mind is powerful and saying negative things will affect
how you think about any challenge and the outcome will not be good. I hope that by the
end of the year that I am one step closer to becoming a man that I can say I'm proud to be.
I’m really proud of how I have been able to learn from my mistakes from the begging to
now and I hope that I can keep learn along my 4 years here. Big thanks to the senior
Dylan, for teaching me in so many ways, way too much for me to count. 

JOHN BALUYUT
 Hello everybody. Over the past 6 months I’ve seen a ton of things

growing. The bonding with the guys happening in the house, new found
love for sports, and growth within myself.  The guys and I have a great
bond, whether that’s games or sports and that makes me happy.
Recently we have been spending a lot of time together and that’s just
us going to each others rooms. I have also seen a lot of growth in
myself. Another area of growth is me trying out wrestling. This was my
first year playing the sport and I don’t regret it. Ending the season had
its sad moments and even still, I am proud of the season that I had. 
 Something I’m grateful for is being able to experience Gods love and
ultimately grow my faith in God.  By the end of this year I am hoping to
fulfill my personal academic expectations. A special shout  out to my
host family for helping me a lot in my spiritual journey. 



Spending my last few months reflecting on my New Canaan High School years has made
me greatly appreciate my time here and the rest of the time I have left. I thrived the
most when I stepped into leadership roles such as co-captain of my Cross Country
team, volunteering at the Open Door shelter, liaison on a high school volunteer
program, and guiding the younger boys with whom I share a home within the ABC House.
Experiencing more prominent and stressful roles is critical to becoming a great
leader, and A Better Chance of New Canaan has helped me more than I ever could
comprehend.
Babson College provides all the opportunities I will need to go into the world
prepared to match the task of the leader I aspire to be. I will look to give more than I
take from the Babson network, my classes, the clubs, and the entire community. I am
confident that my future at Babson College will exponentially accelerate my own
professional and personal growth! 

College bound
DYLAN AMASWACHE X BABSON

                           JAVIER PEREZ- SOTO X RICHMOND
Hey Family. I hope all is well with all of you! In the past few months at the ABC house I
have been feeling more included than ever, through respect, support, and real love it is
like my second home. I’ve learned how valuable time is specifically how important it is
to work around conflicts and accommodate. A big part of this is because of my
wonderfully supportive host family, the Salmini’s which treat me like one of their very
own and always have my back. I am really proud of how far I have come from being a shy
freshman to being a confident leader in the house and as a person in general outside of
ABC. Before the end of the year, I hope to break at least one school record for the
farthest shot put or javelin throw in outdoor track in New Canaan history. I chose the
University of Richmond for my next level of education, because of the supportive
environment it has established. I distinguished this type of environment and helped me
learn, stay authentic, and exhibit humility so I looked for a similar one for my next
road in education. In the fall at the University of Richmond I hope to study Psychology
as well as criminal justice with hopes of becoming a DEA agent in the future. I am so
excited for the second major stage in my life and to meet new people!

BABSON        COLLEGE
Verbum Vitae et Lumen Scientiae: “Word of life and the light
of knowledge.” The mission of the University of Richmond is
to educate in an academically challenging, intellectually

vibrant, and collaborative community dedicated to the
holistic development of students and the production of

scholarly and creative work. A Richmond education
prepares students for lives of purpose, thoughtful inquiry,

and responsible leadership in a diverse world. 

UNIVERSITY       RICHMOND
The top undergraduate business school. At babson,

students are taught how to find opportunity in
every challenge and are taught to  turn those ideas

into real, valuable actions. babson's goal is for
learners to go from learners today into leaders -

specifically entrepreneurial leaders who can
navigate risk and uncertainty with agility and skill. 
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